. Ko orhaad House, HABS Ho. Pa.~51 _ -
HAES

Moorheadville, Pennsylvania
L ; fr:})% - |
Qi %m&&) o
\ - . B
PHOTOGRAPHS,
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
Q District No. 5- Pentisylvania
o derd (D pres ol Moo wesd vioeanas
Historic American Buildinga Survey, S . L

. Karl E. Morrison, District Officer _
319 Marine Bank Bldg., Erle, Pemmaylyanis




HABS No. Fau-ﬁl
Eaga 1 -
r’*P\r% ,;'_

Sl ' ' HOORPEAB Hﬂm :
‘ . . - ' Moorhaadville, Brie camtg, Pemaylvania '

 Qmner. _
Hocrhead Family.

Dats of Ereotion
1810.

Arohiteot
© Unknowne

Bullder
Tnlknowne

Pregsent Condition
Goode.

Humber of Stories
Two, aftioc and basement.

Materisls of Comstruotion:
Mative wooda, field stone, brick.

EE Other Exbsting Reoords:
B . ' No historieal record, seversl biographioal reoords of family,

court reoords of property transfers, eoto., genealogical work -
by the present historian.
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MOORHEAD ROUSE
Moorheadville, Erie County, Pennsylvanis

The Moorhead House is located in the townshlp of Harbororeck, Erie
Comty, Pennsylvaniae It is guite an imposing structure. The oldexr
part of the building was constructed approximstely in 1810, and is
thorefore one of the oldest residences in Erie Cownty. It is a
two-story, (with basement and attic} house. The older portion was
originally an imm kept by the progenitor of the Moorhead family in

Erie County.

The ancestor of ths Moorhead family in Amerioa was Thomas Meoorhead,
o native of county Donegsal, Ireland who settled in Donegal,
Permsylvania in 1732, His wife, Christine Robinson was & sister of
Andrew Robinson. Thomas and Christin Moorhead bad six caildren, two
gong and fowr daughters.

James, the oldeat son married Catherine Byers, daughler of John
Byers, and sometimée between 1800 and 1805 James and his five sons and
three daughters came from Lancaster County to Erie County and settled
at what was afterward ocalled Moorheadvillie.

Rohert Moorhead, Sr. the son of James was born September 1787
in Lancaster, Pennsylvaniae. He marrisd Jane MoCreary, and vas a soldler
of the War 1812-14 in Captain James Bary's company. He beloenged to
the Masonic fraterniiy and was at one time road commissionar. He lefd
one son James Re Moorhead and other descendants.

George Moorhead, ancther son of James, married Matilda, fourth
child of leses Bamett. They had five children, four of whom lived to
mature years and left desoendents. He dled in 1861 and she died In
1874. John Moorhead, a third son of James, married Wleanor Lsughead.
s grandson Robert Jossph Moorhsad in 1898 was a National Bauak
Exoaminer, and later becane presidemt of the Security Bank of ZErie,

Ponneylvanise.

Thomas Moorhesd, & fourth son of James, merried Raebekah, sixﬁb
and youngest deughter of Moses Barnett. They had two sons and three
daughters. Isasc, one of the sons has probably lefi the only printed
record about this residence. He says, In "0ld Times in Brie", "I have .
heard my father's oldest sister say that the voing ladies of that
region gathered at the imn kevt by my Grandfather and orowded the porch,
waving their handkerchiefs as the company arrived in the evening-—m-aw—— =
One day's march from Erie to Buffalo always brought the detachment

to Hoorhsads my Grandfather’s."
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James Moorhead, the fifth =zon of James, married Eligs MaCorde
He died in 1842 snd was =z teamster in the war of 1812-14, breveted
Colonel. He also helped to get Oliver Hazard Perryts fleet out of
port. He received a pension from the government for services rendered
in this war. He was County Commissioner for one term in Erie County
and was one of thoee who opensd the first Sabbath School in Erie
County in 1817. He wae president of the Erie County Anti-Slavery
Soolety in 1826,

Jane Moorhead married Williasm weCobrd, Sr., ae his first wife,
Thers is no record of Sarah HMoorhead, nor the other daughter avallable.
at present, nor of the famous men and women who may havs visited the
Inn in the days of 1812 or afterward.

The Moorhesd residence wes bullt c¢lose to the Buffalo Road,
and was used originally as & tavern. It was well constructed, but
has undergone considerable alteration, and shows s varlety of types
of architecture. The newer addition contains the kitchen, pantry,
ot ¢., opening into s wide hall on the first floor of the clder etructure.
This colonial hall runs the whole depth of the original house. There
are seven doors opening into it. Two of thease doors at the back lead
into the kitchen portion, one door opens intec the den, one into the
dining room, two into the living room and one to the large colonial
front entrance., TPhe living room exbtende the whole width of the main
building.

The front door has a massive double lock-set on the deor and
Jambe. This door leads out to the recently counstructed portico.

A golonial stalirway rises in the hallway from near the front
entrances, It is simple in design with kand-tuwrned balusters and newel
to matchy with rail projecting beyond newel with spiral returne. Eloven
steps lead to a landing with a sharp turn to the left, and four additional
gteps brings the stalrwsy to the second floor. There are four bedrooms
on thes second floor in the older portion of the house, and two bedrooms,
bath and hall in the newer part.

The older portion of the house 1y slmost rectangular. The wallg
of the basement are of field stone, faced with cement plaster and then
marked in threc courses. All of the windows in the original building
have fifteen lights of glasse

The living room has two sets of Pronch doors that lead out onto
a very large porch on the east side of the building. This poroh has san
open top deck supported by eix large round columns of Doric Influenoce.
There iz & Dutch gable, two false chimneys both in front and rear of the
older part, Most of the windows are squipped with shutters.
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The vast living room and the hallway contend equally for
first place in attention. Poseibly the front entrasmce may be sald
to be the gecond cut-etanding feature of this residemse, It is a
purely colonlal deorway, with side panels of wood and glass
flaniding the paneled door.

One feature which would undoubtediy impress an investigator
of the folks who lived here, or who were connected with the '
fanily whe cacupied this reeidence, is the very large numdber of
property transactioms in which they were involved, the great number .
of will and other records, but at the same time the scarcity of
unigque or startling inoidents or historical data that usually
oluster arownd ancient places and peoplea.




